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BACKGROUND – Pet Visitation is a recognized and viable recreation therapy program that enhances and promotes a patients recovery process.  Patients through the elements of touch and visiting with approved pets through a recognized formal program experience many health benefits and enjoyment from approved visits.

POLICY-

All pet visitations must be through a formally recognized and approved program.  Pets will be screened, which includes updated vaccinations and formal training in a Pet Visitation approved program before being placed in the hospital.  It is the responsibility of the Pet Visitation program to be solely responsible for the pet while visiting in the hospital. 

All owners of approved visiting pets must become a volunteer of LDMH through Volunteer Services with formal screening and training.  Visiting pets must be accompanied by the approved owner at all times while visiting in the hospital.  

Proper identification provided by LDMH for both the pet and owner must be worn at all times. 

This policy does not apply to Service Animals.  Service Animals are welcome in any public or patient care area of the hospital. Exceptions being the Operating Room, CSR, and Dietary Kitchen areas for health and safety and infection control reasons.
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